
SCCS Middle School Summer 

Reading List 2021/22 

 
8th grade 

ALL STUDENTS ARE TO READ A TOTAL OF TWO BOOKS! 

Select ONE book from the A-List and ONE book from the B-List 

 
Students will be tested on A-List book the first week of school and B-List book the third week of school. Any student 
who would like to keep a journal of their reading including short summaries of chapters, list of characters, setting or 
any other important details may turn these in on the first day of school. They will be returned on test day to use as 
notes for the book tests.  

 
A-LIST Books – Select ONE 

 
Prisoner B-3087 by Alan Gratz 
Survive. At any cost. Yanek Gruener is a Jewish boy in 1930s Poland when the Nazis invade. Everything he has 
and everyone he loves is brutally taken from him. And then Yanek himself is taken prisoner, his arm tattooed 
with the number B-3087. Forced from one nightmarish concentration camp to another as World War II rages 
around him, Yanek encounters evil he could never have imagined–and yet finds surprising glimpses of hope 
amid the horror. 10 different concentration camps. 10 different encounters with death.  Can Yanek make it 
through the terror without losing his hope, his will, and, most of all, his identity? Based on the astonishing true 
story of one extraordinary boy. 
 
Refugee by Alan Gratz 
Although separated by continents and decades, Josef, a Jewish boy living in 1930s Nazi Germany; Isabel, a Cuban 
girl trying to escape the riots and unrest plaguing her country in 1994; and Mahmoud, a Syrian boy in 2015 
whose homeland is torn apart by violence and destruction, embark on harrowing journeys in search of refuge, 
discovering shocking connections that tie their stories together. 

 
Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank 
In 1942, with the Nazis occupying Holland, a thirteen-year-old Jewish girl and her family fled their home in 
Amsterdam and went into hiding. For the next two years, until their whereabouts were betrayed to the Gestapo, 
the Franks and another family lived cloistered in the “Secret Annex” of an old office building. Cut off from the 
outside world, they faced hunger, boredom, the constant cruelties of living in confined quarters, and the ever-
present threat of discovery and death. In her diary Anne Frank recorded vivid impressions of her experiences 
during this period. By turns thoughtful, moving, and surprisingly humorous, her account offers a fascinating 
commentary on human courage and frailty and a compelling self-portrait of a sensitive and spirited young 
woman whose promise was tragically cut short. 

 

B-LIST Books – Select ONE 
1. All the Greys on Greene Street by Laura Tucker 

 A 12-year-old artist in 1981 SoHo searches for answers when her father, a restorer of antique paintings, 
abruptly disappears in the middle of the night.  

 
2. Dark Lord Clementine, The by Sarah Jean Horwitz 

              When her father is cursed by a rival witch, twelve-year-old Clementine Morcerous assumes his    
              duties as Dark Lord of the realm, but soon questions her father's code of good and evil. 



 
3. Genesis Begins Again by Alicia D. Williams  

             Thirteen-year-old Genesis tries again and again to lighten her black skin, thinking it is the root of  
              her family's troubles, before discovering reasons to love herself as is.  

 
4. Maybe He Just Likes You by Barbara Dee 

             When boys in her class start touching seventh-grader Mila and making her feel uncomfortable, she  
             does not want to tell her friends or mother until she reaches her breaking point.  

 
5. New Kid (New Kid 1) by Jerry Craft  

              Seventh grader Jordan Banks loves nothing more than drawing cartoons about his life, but instead  
             of sending him to the art school of his dreams, his parents enroll him in a prestigious private school  
             known for its academics.  

 
6. Next Great Paulie Fink, The by Ali Benjamin 

              Led by new student Caitlyn, seventh-graders at a tiny rural school in Vermont create a reality- 
              show inspired competition to determine who will replace the school's legendary class clown,  
              Paulie Fink.  

 
7. Okay Witch, The by Emma Steinkellner 

              When thirteen-year-old Moth Hush learns she comes from a long line of witches, she unlocks a  
               hidden witch world, where secrets from generations past unravel and threaten her family.  

 
8. Other Words for Home by Jasmine Warga 

              Sent with her mother to the safety of a relative's home in Cincinnati when her Syrian hometown  
              is overshadowed by violence, Jude worries for the family members who were left behind as she  
             adjusts to a new life with unexpected surprises.  

 
9. Remarkable Journey of Coyote Sunrise, The by Dan Gemeinhart 

             Twelve-year-old Coyote and her father rush to Poplin Springs, Washington, in their old school bus  
              save a memory box buried in a park that will soon be demolished.  

 
10. Storm Blown by Nick Courage  

             In San Juan, Puerto Rico, Alejandro worries about his great-uncle while helping guests at a resort,  
             and in New Orleans, Emily worries about her sick brother, as a major hurricane rages, changing  
             both their lives forever.  

 
11. Strangers, The (Greystone Secrets 1) by Margaret Peterson Haddix  

           Told from separate viewpoints, Chess, Emma, and Finn Greystone, ages twelve, ten, and eight,  
           investigate why their mother went missing and uncover their ties to an alternate world.  

 
12. Tristan Strong Punches a Hole in the Sky by Kwame Mbalia  

 Seventh-grader Tristan Strong tumbles into the MidPass and, with allies John Henry and Brer  
Rabbit, must entice the god Anansi to come out of hiding and seal the hole Tristan accidentally  
ripped in the sky.  

 

 

 

 


